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THE POWER OF THE DEAD (1963)
covering the period August 1926 to late 1928

Twelve hundred acres of downland and valley with a trout stream await an
heir and Sir Hilary Maddison wants his only nephew Phillip to learn farming
the hard way, beginning as a labourer and rising to a tenancy—for—life.

But Phillip has other ideas. . Unable_ to forget the early death of his wife
Barley as well as his friends who died in the Great War, he needs to recreate
the past in his writing. Trying to combine both worlds Phillip is bound to

fail in one of them; and literary success only intensifies the dilemma.

(Dust—jacket)

Between two worlds — Phillip at the crossroads in the late 'twenties.
'What emerges is a deep sense of truthfulness and accuracy and a complexity

of experience.' Malcolm Bradbury (Punch)
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ROOKHURST village— where is it?

Well, nowhere, really, for it is entirely imaginary, but we have
several clues as to where it might be. .
We can be sure that it is in the West Country; at least — this is first
mentioned in The Dark Lantern (1951)(pp17,25,64),when Richard Maddison i

cycles there in the summer of 1893. We read that Richard, born at Rookhurst, ;

of course, was born in the West Country.(p 64) But our first clue that
Rookhurst might be in the West Country is when we find Phillip Maddison
arriving there by rail from Paddington in a Great Western Railway train in 1912,
(Dandelion Days (1922) ch19) :

Then we read later in The Dark Lantern (p 79) that Rookhurst is in chalk

and flint country, so this, for example, eliminates Devon, where there is no
chalk or flint, from our enquiries. |

We see that Rookhurst is 60 (road) miles from Chepstow. (The Power of The

Dead, p22) ( Shaftesbury is some 50 miles from Chepstow as the crow flies -

see Map p2b) .
Wiltshire ? (i) In The Dream of Fair Women (1924) ch 27, Willie Maddison,

born at Rookhurst, tells Lionel Fairfax that he believed his forefathers had
lived in Wiltshire. (ii) In It Was the Nightingale {1962) p 285, Richard dreams

of retiring to his native Wiltshire. (iii) In The Pathway (1928) ch 7, Rookhurst
is said to be below 'the downs' — the West Wiltshire Downs, perhaps?

Dorset . In A Solitary War (1966) p 164, we read that Richard, retired, is

now living in Dorset, the county of his birth. |

Stonehenge . Driving from London to Down Close at 'Shakesbury' Phillip,
presumably on the main road (the A 303), passes Stonehenge (It Was the Night-

ingale p 306) just before journey's end.
White Sheet Hill. This prominent ridge/hill, like Stonehenge, is real

enough — it looms alongside the A 30 road between Shaftesbury and Salisbury,

(see Map p 2b) not very far from Skirr Farm, Rookhurst — see The Power of The
Dead (1963) pp 248,264,174,

Cranborne Chase. Another very real geological feature (see Map p2b) south
of Rookhurst and visible from Skirr Farm.(The Power of The Dead p 13) Lucy

Copleston, of course, whose home is Down Close, 'Shakesbury', lives in Dorset,

on the edge of Cranborne Chase, not far from Rookhurst/Colham, where Willie

Maddison once lived.(see It Was the Nightingale pp 130 & 181) Cranborne Chase

is within walking distance of Rookhurst. (see The Power of The Dead p 200)

Shaftesbury. 'Shakesbury' is drawn from this real town in north Dorset, just
west of the Dorset/Wiltshire border (says Wheatley-Blench in Journal 37 p

and we do not lightly disagree with that gentleman.), or at least its name
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ROOKHURST (cont'd)

and location is, for 'Shakesbury' has a railway station (It Was the Nightingale
p 234 and The Power of The Dead p 205), for instance, which Shaftesbury, perched
high on its hill-top, never has, as far as I can discover. 'Shakesbury', very

near Rookhurst, is in Dorset, of course, (e.g.It Was the Nightingale p 120, on-

which page, incidentally, 'Shakesbury' is first mentioned in the Chronicle, as’
late as 1925 in the fiction, the novel being published in 1962). And if
Phillip's guess that Exeter is about 50 miles from 'Shakesbury' is correct (see
The Power df The Dead p 67) then 'Shakesbury' would appear to be at least ten

miles west of Shaftesbury.

Westbury. When Phillip, cousin Willie and Julian Warbeck travel by train
from Paddington to Exeter and beyond, in 1923, Willie gets off at Westbury (see
Map p2® to get the slow train to Colham to collect his dog from Rookhurst.(The
Innocent Moon (1961)p 341) Colham, well known to us, is of course whally fictional,

its exact location, unfortunately, never given. But Westbury, at least, is real

enough, and would appear to be the nearest main-line station to Rookhurst.

The Tarrants is a group of hamlets just east of Blandford Forum (see MaPF36

and south of Rookhurst, says Richard Maddison in The Phoenix Generation (1965)
p128.

The Deverills is another group of hamlets south of Warminster (see Map p3b)

— the Deverills are north of Rookhurst, says Richard (same page).

Blandford Forum — sounds vaguely Latin; whether it has a 'Roman' history,

I do not know. It is some ten miles south of Shaftesbury.Perhaps its name may
have inspired the name of the fictional 'Flumen Monachorum' which is 18 miles
south of Rookhurst on the 'Shakesbury/Colham' road,{The Phoenix Generation p49)

which doesn't help us at all, really,because we don't know where'Colham' is.

But it certainly now seems that Colham, the market town where Willie Maddison
-attended the grammar school, might be a lot further away from Rookhurst than the

(guessed) ten miles or so covered in 15 minutes (The Beautiful Years (1921)

ch 24) by the ancient and decrepit train described in Dandelion Days chl1Z.

'"Flumen Monachorum' (Latin, surely; Flumen =river, Monachorum, don't know)
(there is, incidentally, a village called Buckland Monachorum in south Devon),
about which we know nothing, is where Phillip and his family live for a while
(a long while, in fact, as much as eight years), this period coinciding with

Henry Williamson's sojourn in Shallowford from 1929 to 1937.

From all these clues, some of which are somewhat confusing and contra-—
dictory (there may well be others not noticed by this Sherlock),we can safely,
I think, assume that 'Rookhurst' is in Dorset, in chalk country probably near
Shaftesbury, within 60 road miles of Chepstow, fairly near White Sheet Hill,
north of and within sight of and within walking distance of Cranborne Chase;

its 'main-line railway station is Westbury, and it is north of the Tarrant

villages, and south of the Deverill villages. (see Map pab)




The 'twenties — an abbreviated chronology

(Phillip Maddison born April 1895 - see e.g. Donkey Boy p292)

1919

August, late

1920

February

July and

August

October and

November

1921
January
March

April

winter
1922
1923
early

Easter

Phillip discharged/demobilised from Army

Phillip lives 'next door' (12, Hillside Road), working for the

estate agents/advertising dept of The Times ('Test' pp 444-445);

in spare time writing a novel ('Test' p389)

proposals to Tabitha Trevilian ('Spica') turned down
The Innocent Moon pp 51 &73

first novel twice rejected

job with The Weekly Courier ends

ejected from home (again)

living in Valerian Cottage, Malandine
meets Irene Lushington and daughter Barley
meets Annabelle Selby-Lloyd

first novel published

nothing of much importance

walks with cousin Willie from Malandine to

Appledore and beyond
'the Pyrenees Adventure' — Barley loves him

September 24th Willie drowns

1924
January
April
1925
January

Summer

1926
May

June

1927

March

marries Barley. They live at Malandine

they find and adopt otter cub Lutra in France

Barley dies giving birth to Billy

meets Lucy Copleston in North Devon

agrees, when staying at Down Close, to Uncle
Hilary's proposal that he starts farming at

Skirr Farm, Rookhurst

marries Lucy Copleston
Phillip, Lucy and Billy move into Skirr Farm

Peter Maddison born

35

ibid pp 91 & 95
ibid p 105
ibid p 135
ibid p 153
ibid ch 10
ibid pp 202-203
ibid ch 18
ch 20
ibid p 399
ibid pp 407-408
It Was the Nightingale
p 22
ibid p 69
ibid p 129
ch17
ibid ch 20
The Power of The Dead
chl
ibid ch5, pll0



abbrev. chronology, (cont'd)

1927 (cont'd) The Power of The Dead
May or June Fiennes and Tim Copleston emigrate to Australia pp 126-127
July Billy and Peter Maddison christened p 155
November The Water Wanderer published p 184
i

i :
June Phillip receives the Grasmere Prize p 228
August Rosamund Maddison born p 286

John Maddison dies (Phillip inherits Fawley House) p 289
September Bob Willoughby leaves Doris p 329

The Phoenix published p 339
October Hilary decides to sellthe Fawley Estate p 364



Abeline, Lady 229

Aery Point 296,311.,313,333
Adelphi, the . 187,283
Hotel 204,225
Terrace 201,283,329,333,338
Aeolian Hall 201,204,220,222,225,226,245,256
Albert 255
Aloysius, Father 177
ancient sunlight 311
Ancroft, Mr 259,332
Mrs 259
Felicity 192,193,194,211,212,216,218,219;226,232,233,247,

248,251 ,254-260,265,273-276,278,303,310,312,313,
315,316,317,319,330-341,343,345,347,350,352,356,
359-362,364,365

Anders see Norse

Andover 281

Appledore 294,296,297,300,301

Archie see Plugge

Arden, Miss Corinna 184,187,204,220,226,228,229

Argentina 12.,21..32

Arkell, Captain 29,33,34,84,87,108,109,186,344,345
Armistice, the 106,343,352

Asquith, Mrs Margot 227

Assembl © Rooms, Shakesbury 77

auction, the 310,315,319,344-350

Australia 81,84,88,89,90,92,95,146,157,221,334,348
Austria 299,303,329

'Babies', Dora's 139,140,152,153,158,160,166,290
bailiffs 49,54 ,55,65,67,69,70,73

Baldwin, Stanley 127

bank manager, the 57,58

bankruptcy 58

Barbarian Club 188.195,211,215,216,220,328,332,333,343
'Barley' 19,36,87,107,112,116,117,118,128,152,157,160,161,

165,169,175,177,180,195,196,224,232,233,234,260,274,
296,303,311,314,340,358,359,365
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Barnstaple

Basingstoke

B.B.C.

Beachey Head

beard, Phillip's

Beau Brickhill

Beausire, ﬁartin

B.E.F., the

Benbow Ponds, the

Bennett,Arnold
Gordon

Berkeley, Captain R.

Big Wheatfield, the

Billjohn, dog

Birkenhead, Lord

Black and Tans, the

Blake, William

Bournemouth

- 'Bosun'

Boys, the

brewery, Shakesbury

Brexell, Arnold

Bridgwater

Bristol

Bristol Foundries Ltd

Brighton

Byron, lord

299

281
27,100,182,237,355
340

23,35,111,146

20

166,176,230, 284—287,293,312,313,314,332,339
91,227

271,273

176,307

249

268

44 ,45,50,80,82,83

313

25

251

35,176,194,274
24,69,162,168,269,290

see Tinker

.see Copleston

79,182
244
139
169
55

150
308

Cabton, A. . ('Stick Gun')  202,245,246,257,270,272,273,275-281,283,303,

Café Royal

Calmady, Miss, cook
Cambridge University
canoe, the ('Canute')

Cape Horn

304,306,307,308,310,312,313,314
206

55,67,77,98,99,155

273

293,294,296,299-303,333

156,157

38




Cattle Market, Colha
Caxton Hall
Chains of Exmoor
Champernowne, Major
Fuphoria
Channerson, 'Dickon'
Mrs
Chepstow/ferry
Chichester
China / Chinese / seas
Ching, Tom
christening, the
Christmas, 1926

Chychester, Colonel

121-126
220

114

68

ax 211
202,206,207,2104215-219,330,333,334

215,217
22,139

287
353,361,362,363
113

143,150,154 ,155
98

59,60

Mrs ('Grannie') 60,67,77,111,114,115,172,173,180,187,205,329,342

Sufford
Clarkson, Willie
Clayborough
Clerk, the
Coal Hole, the
coal-mine, Australian
Coats, publishers
'Cockchafer' car
cold baths, Phillip's
Colham

Colham & District Times
Collies, farmers
Comberley

Commercio restaurant
Conglomerated Press
Connaught Rooms

Conrad, Joseph
Conservative Gov't
Coplestons, the

Copleston, Admiral

93

219

154

see Magistrates' Court

192,193,257,284

221
185,186,187,201,202,237,244,245,306,309,332
281-285,287,288,328,333,341,350

28
19,30,41,42,69,82,101,104,116,120,134,137,165,185,
221,238,239,252,255,260,263,265,269,280,291,292,
317,327

41,105

77

96

339

61,066,322

341 :

76,182,185,195,196,306,307,310

32,277

59,61,64,76,89,98,349

69

Adrian ('Pa') 14,30,47,52,55,67,70-73,75,89,99,115,116,154,155,166,

172,173,175,204,205,221,222,224,225,227,233,238,239,
289,350,352
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Copleston, cont'd
Boys, the

Ernest

Fiennes
0

machinery
Margaret (née

Tim
Cornelian, Edward

Corn Hall, Colham
Corn Production Act
Cornwall

Countryside Life

14,28,32,47 ,48,49,51,60,63,70,73,74,76,77,170,173,189
47,48,49,52—55,68,69,70,73,74,75,77,89,90,99,116,155,
157,164,171-175,180,204,205,221,222,225,227,233,238,
239,345,346,349,350,352
47,48,51—56,63,64,73,75,77,88,90,116,126,128,157,
186,187,221,222

49,69

Chychester) 77,111,115 (tuberculosis and death)
48,52—58,60,61,63—66,70,73,75,78,88,89,90,92,93,94,
98,115,116,126,128,157,186,187,221,348,349

185,187,188,191,198-202,245,246,275,303,304,306-310,
314,330,339,340

120

12 .21

281

327,328

Cowdray & Smith, publishers 165,169

Cranborne Chase (the Chase) 11,13,14,103,175,200,239,256

Cranmere Pool
Crichel, Major
Crossley car

Crouchend / Saga / Evelyn

90,92,93,95

24,25

171,172,221,238
187,198,201,234,235,305

Crow,Point of / Spit / Shingle 295,298-301,303

Cruft, Anthony (Tony)

Virginia

Cutler's Pond

cystitis, Lucy's fever

102,189-193,195,209,210,212,218,219,220,284,298,
299,335
189,190,192,195,207,208,210,212,213,214,218,219,
284,287,288 ,293-300, 303,329,335, 344,350

20

114,117




dates given, years

datable events

Daily Crusader, The
Daily Graphic, The
Daily Mirror, The
Daily Telegram, The
Daily Trident, The
Dartmoor

Day & Co

De'Ath, Col. & Mrs
Deed of Settlement, the
Delaney—Belville car
Devon

Dickens, Charles
Ditchings, Capt.,V.C.
Donk and Daisy, horses

donkey milk

Donkin
do novels, the
do trilogy,the
Dorchester
Dorset

Down Close

Driver, Jasper
Drovers Arms, Colham
Durham

Duke of Gaultshire

none.

21 (General Strike, May 1926)

100 (Phillip nearly 32 - he would be 32 in April 1927)

135 (1/7/16 was 11 years ago, therefore year is 1927)

204 (Grasmere Memorial Prize for 1928 awarded)

264 (next April Phillip will be 34, therefore year
is 1928) ' '

297 ('five years since Willie and Phillip walked on
Dartmoor in 1923', therefore year is 1928)

333 (Phillip is 34, therefore year is 1928 or 1929)

343 ("ten tears since the Armistice', therefore year
is 1928)

100,102,219,236,268

236

236

230,236,266,339

21,209

88,89,297

29,30

54,326,327,348,349,355

70,71

204,205,221 ,349

69,200,231,283,287,293,300,318,329,332

198

341,342

37,38,133

111

182,202,246,305,306,339,343,351,352,354,358

46,;173,181,322

61

154,299

69,140,200

69,70,77,184,185,236,237,238

169,170,184,185,236,237,238

123,124

266

180,201,205,206,343

Dynawurker vacuum cleaner 54,63,65,66,349
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Faling ' 331,334,335

Eastbourne 22

Ecclesiastical Times, The 339,343,351 :

Embankment, the 209,210,282,284,329,332,343

Empire Stores, the 59,61

Encyclopaedia Britannica 55,58,61,70

Eﬁnis E see Rawlings

estuary, the 294,295,296

Eton 105,106,258

Euphoria, Aunt 68 (see Champernowne)

Evening News, The 339

Exeter 66,90,169

Fairfax, Eveline 195

farming methods 85,86,87

Fawley Estate Farms Ltd 22,80,266,356

Fawley House 82,117 (description of),143,269,289,290,315,
, 316/317 (description), 344,345

Felicity see Ancroft

Field Place 105,108

'"Fifi' (Fiona, Beausire) 230,312,314,315
Firm, the (Dogstar Works) 58
Fitzwarren, Mr ('Fitz')  259,272,293,336,337,338,340,341

fishing 30-33,66,105,161,224,250-254,262,264,265,270,271,
272,276,325-328
Flanagan, club porter 329,330,336,339
Flanders 65,112,115,197,227,255,264,267,312,334
Fleet Street 195,216,222 ,226,230,232,335
Flossie Flowers Hotel 17
Flowerdew & Heath's (baby food) 116
Forestry Commission 108
. Fox, Captain 206
Free Trade 12

funeral, Uncle John's 289
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Gaiety Theatre, Shakesbury 73,77

Game Pie night club
gasworks,contract,louvre
gas, mustard,phosgene
Gaultshire Regiment
General Election (1929)
General Strike (1926)

Georgian poets

Germany

Gillian

Glasgow

Goodbye to All That
Golden (Leaning) Virgin
Gosse, Edmund

Grandison, solicitor

188,192,202,219,255,272,273,274,287
49,57

204,271 ,281,321,322,327

203,271,281 ,321,322 ,327

25,277

21,76

211,226,311 (Sorley,Butterfield,Thomas,Ledwidge,
Brooke,Owen,Rosenberg,Grenfell)
21,106,329,353,354
124,126,192,193,194

23

184

78,136,139

307

293,310

Grasmere Memorial Prize (for 1928) 184,201,204,205,218,220,226,236,237,

Graves, Robert
Great Kneeset, the
Great Plain, the
Great War, the

238,245,266
184
88,92,95
230,238
13,89,103,162,181,199,230,283, 308

Grindley—Peerless motor cycle 222

Hardy, Thomas
Hangar Coppice
Hampstead/Heath
Harrods
Haverfordwest
Haylock, gamekeeper

Hibbs, farm manager

Hillside Road
Hollins, publishers
Sir Godber
Hudson, W.H.
Hurleyburlies, the
Husborne, Abbey

63,202,228,306, 340
157,158,159

222,225,234

238

248,266
34,80,81,82,84,108,109,163,270,271,280, 344
16,33,34,80,83-87,108,112,120,121,151,162,163,
179,278,304

127

181,185

233

150,196,228,310

302,313

229,230,342,343
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