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Noveuser 8, 1925,

CTIMES

-RADIO

WHAT WE SHOULD REMEMBER AND WHAT FORGET
By Henry Wﬂhamson, Author of ‘Thc Pathway :

2 ‘ J:IHEN the Germans dccxdcd to qun'
: their ragged and perilous lines

on' the Somme in March; 1917,

they mined "every cottage and cross-road
in the’ back "areas, cut down every tree
(except those they wanted. for landmarks)
that . occluded * observation, removed the
steel rails of the permanent way, put a
bomb under every sheet of corrugated iron
left behind, and walked away onc Saturday
night to their new Siegfried Stellung. 1
remember well the strange silence of that
Sunday morning,”and the unfamiliar figures
of the Bengal Lancers trotting in file through

- our infantry "outposts, " turban’d ‘and cx-
pressionless of -face. - * The newspapers -at

home hailed this retreat into the colossal |

fortregs of the Hindenburg Line as a victory :
" * The. German. ‘Landslide -begins™ at last.”

At the same time much was said, both
. printed and -spoken, about certain enemy

factories in use for the purpose of making
:. further patriots ‘of “their dead. L
** We soldiers in-¥rance scomned the story ;
we knew it was.a lie,.for. in piaces in the.
green .- abandoned :.country . :betweén the
brown' crater-morasses” of -the Somme and
the ‘new,Hi.ndenbmg Line -were to be seen

* stones and monuments. Some of our shells:
at- Achiet le' Grand -had. chanced  to fall
- .- 'among the tombs disclosing” long leather
_-boots_ and = grey: * tunics, and what. thny
contained, & =t
. < There were many -oemetenu behind their
lines in "the % Blood. Bath of -the Somme,’
as-'the German - soldiers. called the place
: “English ‘wounded “prisoners“who had died
. in their field hosp1tals were laid among the
" German. dead ; "equal- honour was done to
"friend .and- enemy -alike 4in death. ' * Here
- . rests in God an unknown English soldmr
“ Here lies 2" nameless Frcnch hero ‘such
mscnpuons “were frequent; - - -~
I ‘remember -2’ grave st.mdmg alone in”
. the middle of a grassy valley'in that country”
“of " rolling gentle downland—a solitary .
- grave set with'.the :broken blade of a pro-.
peller for headstone, -with pansies and
. mignonette and :violet - for- coverlet, railed:
** off from the"cattle around the Testing-place:
.. of “the ‘brave unknown English airman,
. “who iel.lmcumbat july 14 :91‘6‘ k

Te.n yea.:s afte!wa:dq i stood and natched

German cemeteries, set with cream-coloured {.

- Bethune road, .

the Gcrman -graves 'bemg dug up, and
brown bones and scraps of rags, -black. like

withered - mushrooms, “being shovelled “imto?
boxes, rough.lyf'm lhe'shape of coffins, but’
very narrow.. " The tall blonde Flemish
labourers “picked . them up and lowered

‘them in, -while -an -Englishman supervised-

with a French gendarme.. The Englishman
stood there to-see' that mo English- relics
were taken in mistake, forin war time friend,
and foe ‘were often'buried together.™
not i’ peace: time—that" time :when the
nations “for. those. minding- ﬂm busa.n

THE' AUTHDR DF 'I'HIS ARTICIE
With his ‘novel © Tarka the Omr i
Mr. Henry Williamson' lately won’ the
" Hawthornden Prize. for the. -year's amost
notable work of ' imaginative hmaturc
A ‘month ngn, the lppmmnoe of;-his
newest novel,“The Pathway," was greeted

. with ‘enthusizsm’ by ‘the:critics.” “Mr.
Williamson, writes in: this ‘anticle of .the;,
" war“which " he .- himself-knew tfor. fonr

other pwple) pmhse war’ and invent’ new

:ways of death,“The ‘bones of the slin may

Lie side by-side at peace in war'fime, but- in’

1 peace time,_they are- separated into nations’,

again, each*to its pIan “British’

tended’ ﬂnwery gardens ™ that “are ‘for Yever:

Epgland,” and 'the others to"the wasti*con
centration  graveyard
of the ’ Labynuthc

The- Yorry’ driver- fa]cmg"
Labyrinthe, affered, me .2

:a.muug the narrow elm-wood baxes which’
|irattled .at-every }oli—th.ey
after the- years.. ‘We came 1o 2’ plac.e,wh.lch-_

.once” “was” known -as’ a.,dr dediGezman
‘redoubt-—the’ Labyrinthe.’ *A % aast iand

terrible’ sight—a’ “fprest of. _black, “as:though | ©

charred, crosses sweeping ‘over. the horizon.
Plantecl close - together.,uymght an’ pairs
-placed “back “to  back, " with* nimesvand

numbers *and rcg-nmen‘fs zaggedly.stencilled
on them in w]me paint, - they -stood in the
* Unwanted “as “thistles—the

bare chalk.’
thistles H:atﬂ.he ‘fa.mer an

“ighe thoughts ‘which today ]|

.on"‘the<bare “chalk’]
P ;

dight

mot through the lone spring days.  You *
_see-them kneeling in the young com, on
‘bands -and  knees, somctimes with their
. children -in line, patient and intent in the .
fields whichi reveal the past by a circular

-loam ;- @ bone; a shard of rusty iron; a
concrete *pill box' low and square and
useless in” the wheat. “'Black as a burned
place, . bitter and ‘black as frost or fire, a
~frost of /silence among the black crosses.
The; _i.nvadus bumed-and laid waste, and now
‘their -bones’ die - uwa.nted. as if dLsgraccd,
in a burnt waste,

“ Invaders?- Once thcse sverc mer enslaved
.under’ the -universal sky, men who wanted
to ‘be home, biat had to march where they
were ordered. : Even in the sunlight the place
-awas sinister, for the vast blackness oppressed
the’ sp:.nt “of " the Living” As'] was going
Away: a motor-car -stopped in-the road out-
- side, |- and"a.n‘ddedy man and - his . wife:
-entered -through the gate,” Theif faces were
‘lined -and worn, 'yetinscrutable, as of people
‘who  have™ ‘.lortzﬁed themselves to endure
mzstmdﬂ.’standm‘g “They ~walked a score
iof paces-away from the road, then stopped, .

*{.gazing’ round ‘the: acres of blaclu:less they

‘hesitated, “and" locked at'each mhe.r and
then awalked'on slowly, beginning to search
“from cross:fo cross. -Black and tall and close-

l‘yuur dead, for ﬂ:ey «do not misunderstand{ -
I helped uthem-in_their‘search, but: the
+hecam

ime “4o: _gu.""Somc -months -later, in -my
‘Devon “home,
‘man I; met An” ‘the Labyrinthe. It said :—
'I am.a German, an old soldier of the
e. I saw the battlefields, during “the
War and afterwards. -1 met.you in the -
cemetery ‘of "Artas,.and appreciate how
‘you felt'when you saw’ the graves of my
poor. comrades of war. On the black
crosses” were .once names;  wind and
w:athr.r wash all away, and soon there
will' be’ nothing :left but the memory we
“have for ‘them, and - half ‘2 generation
-, 'more ‘that, too, \ull be gone, and all for-
Aiogotten.- 7 o -
i- *But have’ we the right to !o.rget without
having -learnt a lesson {from this most
~awiul txmc’ No, no, and ‘again no!
(Continued overleaf) .

blotch, of chalky subsoil in the brown

“set, nmrly 100,000 of them, on the bare
cha.lk; 0, mother, leave the dead to bury:

e therafternoon, and it was

received aletter from™ the e
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At RADIO TIMES NoveMeen 9, 1925,

i oo (Coutinued from previous page) . - "o | ¢ Believe, when able men of eacl: nation | ways of Luropean thought, when millions
- they can “avoid \\'hat -fof whicl: I was oné) euslaved themselves
\\’eaﬂ——\.ou English, French, and Gerny impossible.” You are “one:of: to a-set of ideals which- inevitably wonld
and - all “others—have -to _join “anid l:avmg been a- suldler .destroy -them—ideals fo - maintain’ which
-t the .coming generation the ]e*;uou of pcu:e detest war. . | -hypocrisy, -inistrust, suspicion, subterfuge,
-.and understandmb " “YWhat, we. wme ;| although - deplored in e\eryday human life,
. 'When all. the . ceremonics end- zmd ;'—",dogma‘and’-qur'dutv unger genera-:| were accepted as necessities, dutiful, and even
" reahly is left, then it will be time for us jon Y uty tonard honourable, in a’ national aspect; ideals
to recall all the horrors of war to our |. inspiring - competitive ~armaments, secret
- sons and grandsons, to enable them not- service (spying)-and secret diplomacy, . :
' to-get weak again, but to find the way. * These are the things, done in the name
“we' lost, The -development in warfare “of honour-and patriotism—the immaculate
: technics’ would leave nothing untouched .white exterior of the sepulchres of our
I and our civilization would be done ‘with ‘minds—we “should scorn, and cast out of
i Death: would - be spread - not bnly in the ’ i: ourselves, and so forget ; and when this has
Jmc his time,  but everywhere. = |"our ﬂuundenng men lonig “age been " done we shall remember that the sun
o 4 Let us join as brethren, do, and forget; “amidst the’ grey. masses, which _withered and ‘| is universal, shining. on all countries and dll
‘et us’ :ei)ulld what was destroyed,” and- | fell crying under the flame ‘and blast"of our’ ﬁags ‘and that all men are like ourselves. To
grow Strong 'in ‘confidénce’ to cach ther: barrages. Yuiure generatmns ‘will see ‘those | think otherwise, out of a sense of :upcnonly,
and so help m save mankmd 7| years ‘as “the”old | is a sure sml D[ spiritual mh.nom»

the concave"thmnl:}-p
| thousands  of

(Orgamzzd by The Da:!y Expr us, in »onjum:-
tion with the British Legion) =
der the Musical D:rec(ors!up of
Dr.’ .\Ialcolm Sargent

1 Fan.far: of 'I'rumpcl.s :
Thc Mn:ch lo the Tt:nchcs

e ;..n.‘:m wiil -n.l

Are we Downhearted ?

¢ me back to dear old Bligh

ack up-your Troubles

and of Hope and Glory -

R-:cp the Home Fires Burmng
. The Long, Long Trail

Th: Lnndandeﬂj’ Au' 3
radmonaf

Old Smmsh Lam:nx. ¢ Flowers of the Forest”

Tipperary
Welsh National Anthems,  Lasd of my Fachers P T rERvAL,
Old English Song, * Home, Sweet Home " 3 ey H )
X : o _AShonServw:,mndu:tcdbytb:ngh Py oot Al {
: (Oumlu:znd. hy.Clplm.u Ch;rlc: Hassell, Insh Rcvmnd and . Right . Honourablé the : An Address by :
f London’ - !

-Admiral of the Fleet Earl Jclhc:x, G C.
O.M, G.CV.

-« ¢," President:of ‘the Bnr.:sh chlon A
. Functll March (Cbopin)
-4 ¢ Lead, Kindly Light*

T Hymn, “For alt the Saints whu from’ their |
hboun rest” | i

A momeat of Silece and R:uull:ctmn. 3

. Hymn, 'Through the ngh: of Doubt Jnd
- Snrr

Address by . .

: f 1.55. p.m. A" SERVICE.-FROM:-
“The Rev. Pat. McCormick; D.S0,, - ‘St MARTIN'IN-THE'FIELDS
“Vicar of St. Martin-in-the-Fields - - Y‘é‘ﬂ}}"l;h) Aathem
| Hymn: ®Jesu, Lov:r of my soul” . .- _' y ¥ ( 23 Prayersr offered by the Bishop of London
| Th:Rn H.R..L.Shcypu:d,CH.,DD_ _-Hymn.'Nea:e:.myGod,to’Thce'
Lradmgupml’nye: Hy'mn, ‘.Abndc with me’
Hymn, ‘O God,'on,t‘hdp in ages past” 2 ' The Last Post
' The Grace ‘The Reveille

The National Asthem y

[Far qu dzzad:s of the Ramenmbrance Festival see .
Hv;rmumz on opponra p-.g:)

At the éoni:]ﬁéion of the meeting the
bands will play The Halleluiah Chorus
m TheMsmh'
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aodya  Les Halles aux draps 'Y pres.
The Halles of Ypres,

Postcards supplied from the collection of Paul Reed
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I THE YPRES AREA

1.Hop Store Cemetery (Cem)

2.Essex Farm Cemetery &

3.Gas Attack Mem. (1915) e o
4.German Cem.; 4a:'pill-box’ (i S W

5.Houthulst Forest (Belg.Cem) Y_o("" g _

6.New British Cem (Pass'daele

7.Crest Farm (Canadian Mem.) — Al /
8.Marsh Bottom/Waterfields SIUA L Gozebeke
9.Tyne Cot Cemetery = 97'

10.Household Bde. Mem. (1914) |(®oSusll% 4 & 5
11.Sanctuary Wood Trench Mus'm. 5 P € 7

12.Hellfire Corner
13.Zillebeke Churchyard )

14.Hill 60/caterpillar Craters i °@,5ﬁ'ge_'m—a?t':k
15.Woods /Hedgerow/DCLI. Cems | ‘
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16.Bedford House Cem
17 .Demarcation Stone
18.a:Spanbroekmolen
Jcrater;b:Lone Tree Cem
19.a:Spanbroekmolen
Cem;b:Peckham Crater
20. Croonart Trench Mus
21.Ploegsteert Wood
22.Chateau Wood
23.Glencorse Wood
24 .Polygon Wood

———railway .__L'é,:road
ascanal (@D wood
=A_stream Lake
f}%ﬁ over 40 metres|,

S50 over 100 metres
0 1 2 Skm

We are grateful for the permission of Tressel Publications to reproduce this map
taken from Ypres 1914-18: Active Leaxning in Humanities.
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