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Introductory Note

Those of you who ate unable fo attend the Society’s meetings do miss the interesting and stimulating
talks given by eminent and informed people. We feel that where possible we should make these
talks available to you all through the pages of the Journal so that you can all share. I'm equally
sure that those members who do atfend will enjoy being able to re-live the actual occasions.

So we are pleased to be able to print the text (adapted to the written style) of the talk given
by John Terraine on Saturday 8th October 1988 at the Society’s Devon Meeting. The book referred
to in the text, Douglas Haig: the Educated Soldier (1963) is the place where the author has
treated Haig's life and career most fully, but it is at present out of print. He deals with aspects
of Haig's Great War career in three other volumes which atre currently available in paperback:
The Great War 1914 - 1918 (Papermac), The Road to Passchendaele (Secker and Warburg),
and To Win a War (Papermac).

Henry's remark quoted at the beginning of the article was made in a radio broadcast in 1960,
and members may like to be reminded that the whole interview is included in an audio-cassette tape
entitled ‘I Remember’ which is published by the Society and is available from the Publications Manager.

John Terraine came o us not as a stranger where Henry Williamson was concerned: he wrote
‘I knew Henry many years ago; we used the same pubs when he was in London: he liked my early
baoks on the First World War, which pleased me very much. . . . [ consider A Chronicle of Ancient
Sunlight fo be one of the great unsung works of modern English literature.”

* k 2k Kk *

Henry Williamson called himself ‘a Haig man’ — and that in itself is sufficient reason
for talking about Haig tonight. There are, however, good enough reasons for talking about
him at any time: firstly, because his name is more firmly identified with the British share
of the First World War — especially the Western Front, which was always the main front
— than any other; secondly, because that brief monosyllabic name remains — as it has
for seven decades — an acid test of approaches and attitudes towards the war; and thirdly
(and largely for that reason) because more controversy surrounds Haig than any other
British general in our history.

The controversy was not long in coming — it began in the 1920s — and what distinguish-
ed it from the very first was the venom with which it was conducted, which continues
to this day. This found its most vitriolic expression in the War Memoirs of Lloyd George,
speaking with all the authority of the war-time Prime Minister. His index entry on Haig
runs to about two and a half full pages, and reads like the headings of a ruinous indictment:

misrepresents French attitude to (Passchendaele) offensive; misleads Cabinet about ltalian
Front; misrepresents attitude of generals to Passchendaele; prefers to gamble with men's
lives than to admit an error; completely ignorant of state of ground, etc., etc.

In the Memoirs themselves Lloyd George summed it up: ‘I never met any man in a high
position who seemed to me so utterly devoid of imagination.” More colloquially, as quoted
by his son, the second Earl Lloyd George, Haig was “brilliant to the top of his army boots,
father said.’









