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ACTION REPLAY by Jeffrey Hamm. Howard Baker Ltd., £8.95

There are a number of references to Henry Williamson in this autobio-
graphy; its author met him on many occasions, but states: "I would not
venture to say that I knew him well. Who did? He was a complex charac-
ter, a man of many parts and facets". Jeffrey Hamm first met Williamson
when he was contributing toThe furopean, the magazine so brilliantly
edited by Diana Mosley in the 1950s. The magazine's literary contribut-
ors included, besides Henry Williamson, Richard Aldington, Anna Cavan,
Roy Campbell, Desmond Stewart and Alan Neame, all of whom approved the
cultural aspects of the Mosleys' 'European' policies, but were not actu-
ally members of the 'movement'. At this time Jeffrey Hamm became, with-
out, as he explains, even a day's training in journalism, printing, or
publishing, the business manager of the Irish and English Euphorian
publishing companies, which published The European, and interesting
books such as Hans-Ulrich Udel's Stuka Pilot with an introduction by
Group-Captain Douglas Bader, and a new edition of Goethe's Faust, with an
introduction by Osward Mosley.

In 1948, when Mosley started his post-war Union Movement, Mr Hamm
was invited to join the office staff, and in due time he became private
secretary to Sir Oswald. These facts guarantee for his book a lively
interest; but this is by no means its only interest. Jeffrey Hamm was
born in Ebbw Vale, in 1915, under the future shadow, as it were, of
Aneurin Bevan. His account of his early days there, and later in Gwent,
where he went to school in Monmouth, -gives the reader a very clear
picture of the social conditions then prevailing in those parts. His
account of his early attempts to earn a living are very diverting; as a
young man he seems to have resembled in cheek and resourcefulness Denry
Machin, the hero of Arnold Bennett's novel Jhe Card. His experiences as
a teacher in a series of private schools are quite as ludicrously fumny
as those recounted by Evelyn Waugh in pecline and Fall. Just before the
war chance or accident tock him to the Falkland Islands as a travelling
teacher in Government employ. His account of life as he found it in
those desolate territories is of particular interest today. When war
broke out in 1939, he was interned - in South Africa! When released in
1941 he joined the Army.

Not all his readers will support Mr Hamm's policies; but all must
appreciate his urbanity, which extends to friend and foe alike. I find
this a likeable narrative of an unusual life. He gives the Henry Will-
iamson Society an honourable mention, and I hope its members will add
his book to their Williamsoniana.
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THE WAR WALK: A Journey along the Western front by Nigel H. Jones. Robert
Hale. 272 pp, 50 half-tones, 6 maps. £9.95. (Publication October 1983.)

In recent times we have become used to specialist books by modern
writers on The Great War. By specialist I mean those such as Martin

39









